Video transcript
Hello and welcome.
The cross-curriculum priorities provide local, national, regional and global dimensions to the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, and give students the knowledge and skills to engage with and better understand their world.
The aim of this video is to familiarise you with the Sustainability cross-curriculum priority, which is addressed through the curriculum areas of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.
Sustainability can be defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs and is a priority for students that connects and relates relevant aspects of content across multiple curriculum areas. 
In an increasingly complex and interconnected world that is experiencing significant socioecological challenges, such as climate change, biodiversity loss and land degradation, it is imperative that students are empowered to think critically and ethically to assist them to be compassionate and informed agents of change.
This cross-curriculum priority is based on but not limited to the 4 pillars of sustainable development – economic, social, environmental and cultural. The Sustainability cross- curriculum priority is based on 4 sets of organising ideas – Interrelationship of systems, Worldviews, Responsible design, and Futures thinking. 
The organising ideas of Interrelationships of systems addresses the interdependence of Earth systems and the economic, social, environmental and cultural systems that significantly impact Earth’s ecological integrity. 
Worldviews addresses the role of worldviews that shape individual and community ideas about how the world works, and our role in achieving sustainability. Worldviews considers ideas of relationships between people from all cultures, life stages and socioeconomic positions, and values of human and non-human entities.
Responsible design addresses the role of equity, innovation and creativity in sustainably designed solutions that prioritise notions such as the circular economy, including products, environments, services and waste management. Through these organising ideas, students investigate, develop and evaluate the restoration of the health and/or diversity of economic, social, environmental and cultural systems.
Through Futures thinking, students engage in critically creative and speculative thinking that seeks many solutions and acknowledges diversity and uncertainty. Futures thinking uses forecasting and backcasting to empower young people and communities to design action that will lead to an equitable, sustainable and inclusive future for all.
Through the 4 pillars of sustainable development – economic, social, environmental and cultural – students are empowered to think critically and ethically to assist them to be compassionate and informed agents of change.
The Health and Physical Education curriculum provides students with opportunities to engage with the cross-curriculum priority of Sustainability. Learning in Health and Physical Education can be undertaken through the organising ideas of the Sustainability cross-curriculum priority.
Relevant elaborations have been included in the ‘Contributing to healthy communities’ sub-strand within the Personal, Social and Community Health – Health Education strand. In Levels 3/4, elaborations suggest identifying ways students can change their behaviours to support sustainability in their home, school or community. For example, recycling or composting systems to minimise waste in the school, and community fruit and vegetable gardens to create healthy and sustainable lunches or snacks. In Levels 7 and 8, student learning includes strategies to manage and protect outdoor environments, minimal impact recreation, and different approaches to custodial responsibility for Country and Place used by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ communities.
In History, at Levels 7 and 8, teachers are provided with examples to include in teaching and learning, such as the Polynesian expansion across the Pacific. Through this, students could explain the significance of Rāhui in prohibiting the collection of natural resources to ensure their sustainability in response to the decline in extinction of animals.
At Levels 9 and 10 in History, students learn about changing historical perspectives over time in relation to the developments in technology, public health, longevity and standards of living in the 20th century, and concern for the environment and sustainability. Ideas are provided to explore significant developments and events since 1945 that have contributed to global change, such as World War II, the United Nations, the Cold War, and technologies, by identifying how the rise of the environmental movement around the world has changed people’s perspectives.
The integration of sustainability is essential in the practical application of scientific concepts. Students engage with the Science as a Human Endeavour strand, where they appreciate that science influence society when scientists pose, investigate and respond to environmental, ethical and social questions, and that individual and collective scientific research is itself influenced by the needs and priorities of society.
The ‘Earth and space sciences’ sub-strand within the Science Understanding strand provides opportunities for students to appreciate that living things depend on the sustainability of Earth’s 4 interrelated systems and investigate the influence of human activity on key processes, cycles and relationships.
Climate concepts are introduced at Levels 3 and 4, by differentiating between the terms ‘weather’ and ‘climate’, and considering how human impacts on climate can be reduced. 
At Levels 7 and 8, students progress by examining population impacts of climate change, while at Levels 9 and 10, they analyse climate change patterns and model the dynamics of global climate change to propose mitigation strategies for human-induced climate change.
The Sustainability cross-curriculum priority raises students’ awareness of the world around them. It encourages them to consider the impact of their choices and to take positive actions that will ensure ecological integrity and equitable use of natural resources for all species, thus creating a sustainable world.
For more information, I encourage you to explore the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website, which provides easy access to the curriculum and all its supporting resources. 
Thank you for watching.
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